Fracking is a false solution 

Fracking refers to “hydraulic fracturing” of deep level shale rocks to release gas and oil. It involves the high-pressure pumping of water, sand and a mixture of chemicals into the rocks to prise open cracks. 
Climate Change Campaigners are against  fracking for one reason above all: the impact on Greenhouse Gas emissions. While it is true that the carbon footprint for shale gas is significantly lower than the carbon footprint of coal - it is by no means clean. Indeed, because fracking often triggers unexpected (and unmeasured) releases of methane into the atmosphere some studies suggest shale gas may be as potent as burning coal.

To have any hope of avoiding runaway climate change the world needs to wean itself off fossil fuels. The climate scientists are clear. CO2 (carbon dioxide) has increased from around 280ppm (parts per million) in the last 200 years to a record 400ppm, concentrations not seen on earth for about 3 million years. A key reason has been rapid industrialisation, based on fossil fuels. [image: image1.jpg]



But isn’t fracking a useful stepping stone to a low carbon future?
Although we may need gas to tide us over, we don’t need to frack to get it. In the words of Green MP Caroline Lucas: "I would prefer to keep importing it from Norway, for example, because it will be easier to turn that tap off than it would be to dismantle an entire new industry that we had deliberately incentivised. The big problem with fracking is not that fracking itself is necessarily worse than ordinary gas extraction. It's the fact that we're just about to put into place a whole new infrastructure for a whole new fossil-fuel industry, at exactly the time when we need to be reducing our emissions.”

Won’t fracking provide jobs?

It is hard to know who to believe. The Financial Times reported that government commissioned consultants, AMEC, were predicting between  15,900 and 24,300 full time equivalent jobs – direct and indirect – being created at “peak construction” . The jobs would typically last 4 to 9 years. Only 17% of jobs have so far gone to local people. (FT Oct 16th 2013).
Investment in renewables also creates jobs – in fact over two times as many for an equivalent investment according to research at the University of Massachusetts. They show that for every five jobs generated by the natural gas industry, thirteen would be created in wind power and fourteen in solar power. The growth in the renewable sector has been 11% - easily outstripping growth in other economic sectors. The UK renewables industry is worth more than £12.5 billion and if the Government honours the 2020 renewables targets the industry could, it is claimed, directly employ 400,000 people and would then displace fossil fuels with a cumulative value of £60 billion. 
With fracking jobs will also be lost - e.g. in leisure industries - how many will holiday in gas fields?  
Jobs are important, of course. But there is a problem. How many jobs can there be on a dead planet? 
Won’t fracking keep prices down?
The Prime Minister maintains that "fracking has real potential to drive energy bills down". Yet the government's projection for gas prices sees them rising from 61 pence per therm in 2012 to 72 pence in 2018, where, it predicts, they will stay until 2030. Even the major fracking company in the UK, Cuadrilla, admits that the impact of shale gas on energy bills will be "basically insignificant. Any shale gas fracked in the UK would have no impact on our heating bills, and might not even be used in this country, because we are locked into European energy prices.
What will reduce prices is a significant investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency. Just exactly as the price of gas is going up, the price of renewables is coming down, and that's why there is such a fierce battle going on in places like the Department of Energy. However planners judging fracking applications are forbidden to consider alternatives to oil and gas. Despite this the community at Balcombe have rejected fracking proposals and are now setting up a renewable energy co-operative.
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A battle by vested interests
The fossil fuel companies can see the writing on the wall; that quite soon those renewable sources are going to be cheaper. The Chancellor, George Osborne, announced a tax regime he calls “the most generous for shale in the world”. Those championing fracking are chasing short-term gains instead of looking at the overview.
Renewables: a real alternative

We can obtain almost all our energy needs from renewables. As yet measures that could drive this investment, such as a 2030 decarbonisation target, are being blocked by the Treasury. Investment in renewables and energy efficiency has the potential to lift the flagging economy and create the jobs we need. While the government boasts of its flagship 'Green Deal', installation of cavity wall insulation has fallen by 97% since grants were replaced by the Green Deal loan scheme.

Join the resistance to the fracking invasion!

There has been enormous anger and huge protests against fracking

Debates about the dangers of fracking are taking place, up and down the country. Protests have taken place at Balcombe, and Barton Moss. However oil and gas companies are making applications in an ever increasing number of other places. The evidence is that the authorities are now taking a much harder stand against civil disobedience. 

Further anti-fracking arguments:
1. Sparse public data on fracking makes the full extent of failures and dangers unknown.

2. Fracking involves highly disruptive industrial and logistical operations that disadvantage local residents. 

3. Fracking can pose a direct threat to underground geological structures and the local water basin. Horizontal high pressure fracking, which is what would be used here in the UK, is a new technique using larger amounts of fracking fluid than conventional fracking. 

4. Health and Safety research from North America suggests that a health risk is posed to humans and animals from processes that pump a mix of potentially dangerous chemicals close to water aquifers and generate millions of gallons of wastewater that can be laced with cancer-causing and release asthma-inducing volatile organic compounds and other harmful pollutants into the air we breathe.

5. Fracking will impact upon limited UK water reserves; one shale gas well might require anything from a few thousand to 20 million litres of water, according to the International Energy Agency. The South East of England, where a portion of the country's shale gas resource is located, is already suffering from water stress. 
In many places abroad the swelling tide of fracking has been stemmed, with bans or moratoriums, in France, New York, New Jersey, Quebec, the Swiss province of Freibourg and most recently South Africa. 
We can stop it here, too – if we come together to forge a united, strong, resistance. 

· Get a group of people together in your community for discussion and to inform the rest of your area.
·  Contact your local council to get them to declare your area as frack-free. A number of councils have already voted to oppose fracking. 

· Speak to other communities that are resisting fracking, for inspiration. Join the frack-off network: http://frack-off.org.uk/ 

· Look at the   http://wrongmove.org/ :an online hub to raise awareness of the areas in Britain which could be affected by hydraulic fracturing.

· The alternative starts with building a movement from below. To find out more and ask the Campaign against Climate Change for support: info@campaigncc.org  and look at WWW.CAMPAIGNCC.ORG
· For more information on the Campaign against Climate Change Trade Union Group go to: http://www.campaigncc.org/unions.shtml 
 Note this leaflet has been prepared, printed and paid for by the Derby Climate Coalition. Contact us at derbyclimatecoalition@gmail.com 






